
















 

On behalf of my immediate family, 
and all my Israel, Calvo, Peha and 
other cousins, I wish you the happiest 
of birthdays. 

 

A person's impact on the world is 
measured by how he or she 
influences the lives of others, and if 
that person contributes to the well 
being of a community. Hazan, you 
have certainly done both. 

 

May you, your music, your passion, 
and your impact live on for many 
years, and may we all enjoy the 
spirit, vitality and passion at 90 that 
you do. 

 

Albert Israel 



 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

Dear Hazzan Azouz, 
 
I remember when we first met in 2008 when I arrived in Seattle,   
 
I landed at night, and you came with Rabbi Cohen-Scali, and Gabbi Elazar 
Behar A”h to say Shalom and Beruchim ha-baim to Seattle.  You brought 
your great siddur and a map to show me the directions to the synagogue.  
I still appreciate and remember that. 
 
Your presence on the Tevah is something that makes everyone 
comfortable and assured. 
 
You are a precious and highly esteemed man; I enjoyed sitting next to you 
and was happy to get to learn the tunes, melodies and customs of 
Rhodeslis from you.  I have only great memories being with you, and this 
is my Zechut, thank you for that. 
 
I can’t write this letter without mentioning my lovely son Ori who was 
born in Seattle and grew up for over six years in the community.  During 
those days he got so much from you, he is still singing and teaching his 
sisters—”Ya Comimos”, and always asking me “When are we going to 
visit Hazzan Azouz???” 
 
I want to wish you the best for your life, may G-d will give you just good 
for you, Hatzlaha, happiness and beriat-tova.  Amen. 
 
Happy birthday and para muchos anyos. 
 
Hazzan Yogev & Racheli Nuna 











300 Queen Anne Ave. N. #267 
Seattle, WA  98109-4599 

www.seattlesephardicnetwork.com 

Seattle Sephardic Network is a community nonprofit organization founded on the 
principle of "Enriching Sephardic Life Through Education and Inclusion".  The board of 
Seattle Sephardic Network is delighted to join in the many well-deserved tributes to 
Hazan Isaac Azose on his 90th Birthday.  
 
Ike Azose was born in Seattle as the eldest grandchild of Rabbi Abraham and Rubisa 
Victoria Maimon, and as such, he represents a bridge to the first generation of Sephardic 
immigrants to the Seattle Sephardic community. He has devoted his lifetime to serving 
our community in every imaginable role, as Hazan, teacher, editor, publisher and overall, 
as a staunch defender and keeper of our precious traditions. No person can match Ike’s 
impact on our community. His contributions will be long-lasting and recalled for 
generations to come.  
 
Happy Birthday, Ike Azose. Munchos i buenos; asta cien i vente.  
 
Seattle Sephardic Network Board of Directors: 
Aaron Alhadeff 
Doreen Alhadeff 
Joseph Alhadeff 
Jon Basha 
Dana Behar 
Rena Behar 
Cynthia Flash Hemphill 
Pamela Lavitt 
Albert Maimon 
Jenny McCullum 
Devin Naar 
Boaz Porath 
Jacquelyn Wiviott 
 



Hazzan Isaac Azose 
 

Congratulations On Your 90Th 
Birthday! 

 
We Appreciate All That You Have 

Done & Continue To Do  
To Perpetuate Our Customs and 

Strengthen Our Community 
 

May Hashem Grant You Many 
Years Of Continued Good Health 

 
With Love & Appreciation, 

 
Norman & Lisa Behar 

Eliana & Arielle 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Dear Hazzan   “Kol Hakavod”, 
 
Our warmest congratulations for an honor well deserved. Your vigor and inten-
sity with warmth and compassion telegraphs through the community each time 
you recite, sing or read. Your unique specialized style of hazanuit is unparalleled 
and has been a melodious voice and a signature we all look forward to. 
 
Our community is truly blessed to have you in our Kehila as a leader for some 
55 years. Your  efforts passion and expertise  in arranging all of our holiday 
Matzorim is beyond words. 
Muchos Y Buenos, Para Mucho Anos de Saludozuos y Amor. 
 
Warmest regards, 
 
Leon O. Cohen and Family 
Levana, Aaron, Jack, and Leo, 
Uriel, and Yehuda,  
Eli 



 
Hazak U’Baruch to Hazzan Isaac Azose 

 
on the occasion of your 90th birthday 

 
and extraordinary contributions  

 
toward Sephardic life in Seattle and  

 
throughout the world! 

 
May you, Elisa and your extended family 
continue to go from strength to strength  

in good health! 
 

With love and appreciation, 
 

Harry z’l and Selma Hemmat  
 

Rachely, Steve, Lior and Zohar Hemmat 
 

Amir and Ruthie Hemmat 





 
 
 

We are honored to join with the 
entire community in wishing our 
dear cousin, friend, and partner, 
Isaac Azose a very happy and 

healthy 90th birthday.  
 

Munchos Y Buenos. 
  

Best wishes 
 

 Maureen and Joel Benoliel  
 

 

 



In honor of our esteemed Hazzan Ike Azose.  Your 
tireless dedication to our Kehila, and devotion to 

Judaism and our Sephardic culture is immeasurable.  
You are truly a gift.  Mazal tov on your 90th birthday! 

 
And in memory of Mateo and Rachel Peha.  They 
brought Rhodes to life for us through song, dance, 

ladino, and of course…comidas!  They will forever be 
in our hearts. 

 
Joe M. Peha and family 

 





Our Sephardic community is truly blessed to have a man 

like you to honor.   

 

Ike, thank you for your devotion and dedication to 

Congregation Ezra Bessaroth (for all these years) 

 

Happy 90th Birthday 

Health, Happiness and Peace 

 

Muchos Anos 

The Ezra Bessaroth Ladies Auxiliary 

 
 

Happy 90th birthday to you, Hazzan Azose!    
 

You have been a part of our Ezra Bessaroth life for over 50 years, and a 
family friend since childhood.   

 
We have always respected and loved all that you have done for Ezra 

Bessaroth and our special family community.   
 

Thank you for your many, many years of educating and enlightening us.  
Thank you for your work to produce Sephardic siddurim for our community.  
Thank you for leading the most beautiful and inspirational religious services.  
Thank you for making Ezra Bessaroth your home and for treating us all like 

family.   
 

Joe & Joyce Agoado 



Dear Hazzan Ike,   

 

You are:  Generous, inquiring, intelligent, 

positive, engaging, industrious.   

 

Our lives are enriched because of your friendship 

with you.   
 

Alan & Ann Breen 

 

To our cousin Ike, who keeps us all in touch with 

each other, to keep our ever growing family 

strong. 

 

Munchos y Buenos 

A las cien y vente! 

 

From your “Maimon”, “Benoliel”, & “Adatto” 

extended cousins 



 

To Ike Azose, 
 
My husband of blessed memory, Monie and I have known 
Ike forever. He taught our son his bar mitzvah portion 
back in the 1960’s, and he taught our son’s son his bar 
mitzvah portion in the 1990’s. (God knows it would have 
helped if he had taught Monie his portion too!) And as 
Hazan, Ike made the Shabbat and Holiday services so 
beautiful and wonderful. It brings a smile just thinking 
about it. 
 
Thanks for the memories, best wishes, long life, 
 
Virginia Israel 

Daniel & Barbara Melber 

 חזק ואמץ                            
 מזל טוב                             
 בריאות, אושר והצלחה עד מאה ועשרים    





 

 

With much appreciation, Ike, for the many 

years of excellent hazzanut and 

leadership. Your service to the synagogue 

has been a blessing to us all.   

 

Lynne Behar 
 

Being the same age as Ike, I’ve probably known him longer than 
most.   He is special and deserves the honors and accolades of the 
community he has served so well.  His beautiful voice and his 
rendition of beautiful Sephardic and Rhodesli chants were special 
and helped to connect us to our beautiful past.   
 
To me there is something special about Ike as he was mentor to my 
grandchildren for their bar and bat mitzvahs.  He taught them 
Sephardic chants for their services.  One special aside about Isaac:  
I remember well his father Jack who worked for my Dad’;s grocery 
store in the mid  forties.  Jack was fondly remembered by my dad’s 
customers as Frenchy as he loved to speak French.  He had also a 
beautiful voice which he passed on to Ike. 
 
I am pleased to help honor our good friend Isaac Azose.  
 

David Tarica 



 

 

MUCHOS Y BUENOS 

 ON YOUR 90TH BIRTHDAY! 

 

From your cousins 

Esther (Angel-Azose) & Al Lott a”h & Family 

Louise Angel Kiss & Charles Kiss & Family 

Sylvia Azose Angel 

 

Dear Hazzan Azose, congratulations on your very 

special birthday.   

 

Thank you for all you do for  the congregation and 

the community.  Wishing you many more happy, 

healthy and holy years.   

 

With heartfelt appreciation,  

Donna Amira  



 

 

Mazal Tov on a well deserved honor!   

Happy Birthday, Muchos y Buenos!   

 

Selma Hemmat 

Ike,   
 

You have been a blessing to our community 
and to our family.  We are very grateful.  

Happy Birthday! 
 

The children of Max L. and Mary Louise Israel 
 

Larry and Sandy Israel 
Allen and Nettie Israel 

Arthur and Glenda Israel 
Vicky and Don Morgan 





Dear Isaac Azose, (we don’t want to make you feel uncomfortable, but please let us 
say) 
 
What an amazing, incomparable career. You’ve enriched us with your knowledge, 
leadership, teaching, and certainly not least, your wonderful, beautiful hazzaning. (Is 
that a word?) And when we say “us”, that is so far-reaching, way beyond just our 
family, our kehila, our city, it’s got to be nearly unending, well beyond what that we 
know. For a long, long time people will be saying, “You remember Ike Azose from 
Seattle? This is how it’s done. He taught me, he showed me how, he taught my teacher, 
he taught my teacher’s teacher, I use and revere his siddurim.”  
 
The Japanese have formalized a group of people, certified as Preservers of Important 
Intangible Cultural Properties. They also call them Living National Treasures. Ike 
Azose is ours.  
 
(Oh, and he always greets you with a big smile and a “Hello, how are you doing? How 
is your family doing?”) 
 
With gratitude and love, 
Jack and Fana Israel 

 

 
Best Wishes  

 
HAZZAN ISAAC AZOSE 

 
On this very special occasion of your  

  
90th Birthday! 

 
 

 
THE SEATTLE SEPHARDIC BROTHERHOOD 

 





 

 

 

Hazzan Azose, your beautiful voice 
and inspiring service have made every 

Shabbat and Holiday special 
 

With love and respect,  
 

The family of  
Sam D. & Raye Behar 

 

 
In honor of Hazzan Isaac and Mrs. Elisa Azose 
on this special occasion of Mr. Azose's 90th 
Birthday.  
 
Baruch Shehehiyanu ve'Kiyemanu ve'higiyanu 
la'zeman a'ze.  
 
Thank you for your years of service to our 
kehila and your mentorship for our family. We 
love you!  
 
Rabbi Benjy, Jodilyn, Julia and Jeffrey Owen 



Para Munchos Anyos Muestro Maestro,  
Hazaan Yitzhak Azose 

Mersi Muncho, Los Ladineros 
 

Jack and Barbara Cordova 
 Elliot Kavesh 

Marlene Souriano-Vinikoor 
Morrie Moshkatel 

 Don & Janine Hasson 
Molly Fitzmorris  
Luis Antazana 
Sylvia Angel   
Albie Amon 
Lilly DeJaen 
Ralph Adatto 

Cheryl Lundgren 

 

Congratulations and Mazal Tov to Hazan Azose, 

you are an incredible inspiration & role model to all 

of us.   

 

May Hashem continue to bless you and Elisa with 

good health, happiness and success.   

Para Muchos Anos   

 

With Love, Eli & Rebecca Almo 



 
Dear Hazzan Isaac Azose 

 
You are the Treasure of Ezra Bessaroth. NO, the Treasure of the entire Seattle Jewish Community.  You have enlightened our 
lives with beautiful Prayers, Sephardic Camp, Bar Mitzvah, Ladino and much, much more.    
 
Your hazzanuit, beautiful voice and accurate rendition of our prayers have been and are what brings us together. Every time I 
pick up one of your Siddurim or Machzorim, I marvel at what you have done.  These books are all over the world.  
I think about the early days of Sephardic Camp that would not be what it is today had not you and your wonderful wife, Leah 
(Lily) A”H been so instrumental in bringing our traditions, foods, fun, learning and prayers to the children of our Sephardic 
Community.  
 
Over the years you have taught well over 2 generations of Bar Mitzvah boys our Rhodesli minhag, tunes and reading of the 
Sefer AND continued by guiding Hazzan Nuna in order to maintain our traditions. You have been the gatekeeper of our Ladino 
language, with your classes, Holiday prayers, knowledge of minhagim, nusach, and much, much more. 
 
Ike, I cherish our friendship and the guidance you have given me and my family over the years.  You have had many wonderful 
impacts on my life and the lives of members of our community.   
 
I am wishing you a very Happy Birthday on the Anniversary of your 90th Year.  You have been major leader in our community. 
And may you continue to be so for many, many years. Para Muchos Anos de Saludozous. 

 
Muchos Y Buenos, we love you Hazzan Azose, 

Ruben and Marcie, Rabbi Benjy Owen and family, Jacob Owen and family 

 

 
Congratulations To Hazzan Isaac Azose On His 90th 

Birthday 
 

We Appreciate Your Ongoing Service & Dedication 
To Ezra Bessaroth 

 
Wishing You Many Years of Continued Good Health 

 
Isaac Behar 



 

 
 

Hazzan Azose, I have revered you since my youth!  
You have always been a guiding force of compassion and love for our 
Kehilah!   
Ezzy Bezzy is synonymous with your dynamic personality and vibrant 
voice.  
You are a true treasure oozing with our melodic Ladino traditions in 
prayer, song  and kindness.  
Hazzan, You are simply one of a kind!  
Our entire  family Wishes you muchos años y buenos. Saluth y Alegrías 
siempre  
 
All our love!   
 
Leah (Lynda) Notik and  Family 
 
 אריכות ימים ושנים בנעימים מתוך בריאות טובה



Dear Ike, happy 90th birthday!!   

May you have many more healthy, 
happy and wonderful years with Elisa 

and your family.   

I have very fond special memories of 
Jack a"h and I vacationing with you 

and spending beautiful Shabbat meals 
together.   

May Hashem give you strength and 
continued good health.   

AD MEAH V’ESRIM   

Love, Betsy Babani 

 



 

 

Hazzan Azose, thank 
you for your lifetime 
commitment to our 

community, you are a 
treasure! 

 

Love, Suzanne and 
Barry Goren and Alise 

Tarica 

 

Congratulations, Ike, on 
your 90th birthday. Thank 
you for guiding our three 

sons through their successful 
Bar Mitzvahs.  

We still remember the 100 or 
so visits to your house for 

their lessons! 

Continued good health. 

Eddie and Marguerite 
Hasson 



 

 
We, the children of Sam & Lucy 

Maimon, Ike's cousins, 
 

express our great admiration 
and thanks to Ike 

 
for his many years of leadership 

in the community and in the 
family.  

 
Vicki & Sid Schain, 

Albert & Jeanne Maimon and 
Esther & Eugene Normand 

 

Thank you Hazzan 
Azose for all your years 
of teaching me.  Thank 
you for your devoted 
service to our 
congregation. 
 
Wishing you many years 
of happiness and good 
health.   
 
Ralph Capeluto 



 

 

 

Congratulations, Ike, on your 
90th birthday. Thank you for 

guiding our three sons through 
their successful Bar Mitzvahs.  

We still remember the 100 or so 
visits to your house for their 

lessons! 

Continued good health. 

Eddie and Marguerite Hasson 

To our good friend, Hazzan 
Isaac Azose 
 

We are happy to welcome you 
into your ninth decade! You 
have done so much, during the 
time we’ve known you, to pre-
serve the cherished traditions 
of the Sephardic Community of 
Seattle. We’ve hardly seen any 
time when you’re not busy do-
ing something productive for 
yourself or for others. May Ha-
shem continue to bless you with 
many more years of strength 
and good health. Wishing you 
Munchos y Buenos!  
 
Much Love from Jeff and Dalia 
Amon and our family.  



 

 
Hazzan Azose,  

 
Mazal Tov on the 
occasion of your 

90th birthday. Para 
Muchos Anos. 

 
Josh, Elana, Leah, 
Miriam and Max 

Zana 





 

A beautiful tribute 
for a beautiful man 

who so richly deserves 
this recognition.  
Congratulations!  

  
Rebecca Benaroya 

 
Dear Hazzan Azose, 

 
Happy 90th Birthday!!!. 

Thank you for all you do for 
our family, synagogue, 

community and the whole 
Jewish people. It's an honor 
and wondrous gift to know 

you. 
 

With love, 
Paul, Elizabeth, Jonathan, 

Samuel and Charlotte 
Sytman 

 

 

Dear Ike, 
 

You have been there from the 
beginning for us 

You are the heart and soul of all 
that represents  
Ezra Bessaroth  

We celebrate your Birthday and 
the impact it has had on our 

lives, 
The community, and Sephardic 

life in America 
We are grateful for your 

presence in our lives 
 

Susan and Victor Alhadeff 

Ike,  
 
You were the life-blood of 
the Kehila for more years 
than anyone can count.   
 
And your door was 
always open on Shabbat.   
 
Congratulations, and 
many more years of good 
health!   
 
Hank Finesilver and 
family 



Thank you to Michael Behar and Hazzan Isaac 
Azose for the photos included in this book.  



Happy 90th Birthday Isaac! 

 

Congratulations on a well-

deserved honor. Thank you for a 

lifetime of service and 

inspiration to our Seattle 

Sephardic community.  Happy 

Birthday and Munchos i Buenos. 

 

 

Isaac N Alhadeff Foundation 
 

 


